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Memories of Old Redditch

Introduction

Despite occurring over 50 years ago, the tag “New Town” still lingers over
Redditch despite Redditch never being a new town.

The seeds of Redditch were planted when Cistercian monks founded Bordesley
Abbey on the banks of the river Arrow in the 12th century.

The the gate-house community of lay workers grew and even when the Abbey was
subject the Dissolution of the Monasteries by Henry VIII.  They carried for a couple
of hundred years at the Bordesley site but eventually moved south the the plateau
at the end of the Ridgeway, the site we know today as Redditch.

Since then the town has embraced the Industrial Revolution and became the
home for many world-wide brands. The factories and supporting commercial
organisations that funded Redditch’s growth were second homes to many
families and the community spirit of the town was second to none.

The development of the “new town” came at an opportune time  when many of
these traditional industries were suffering as world trade grew, particularly in the
Asian market.

The new town brought an new, wider commercial market economy as well as an
influx of migrant families from both other areas of the UK as well as overseas.

The new town was not welcomed by all and many of the town’s residents who
grew up in the old town still fondly remember the shops, schools, clubs and
community of old Redditch.

We cannot turn the clock back to those pre new town time but we can still enjoy
our memories of the past times.

The photographs in this book are present to aid those memories.

Derek Coombes
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The Palace Theatre
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 The Palace Theatre - 1913 The New Theatre and the workers who built it.

Source: Palace Theatre Archives

  The Palace Theatre - 1913 The New Theatre and the workers who built it.

Source: Palace Theatre Archives
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  The Palace Theatre - Bertie Crewe, the theatre designer.

Source: Palace Theatre Archives

  The Palace Theatre - A typicla programme from the 1950s.

Source: Palace Theatre Archives
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The Palace Theatre  - The original entrance to the Palace Theatre in Alcester Street.
In the doorway are Jack Leuty and his wife who managed the Palace Theatre in the
1950s.  This photo appeared on the front page of the theatre programme.

Source: Palace Theatre Archives

The Palace Theatre  - The original Bar in the theatre c1950s.

Source: Palace Theatre Archives
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Redditch Landmarks
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The Bates Hill Methodist Chapel.

Source:  RLHS Archives

Redditch Institute  - Redditch Institute on the corner of Church Road & Church Green
West.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Market Place - Looking up Market Place to the junction with Evesham Street and
Prospect Hill.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Evesham Street - Looking South on the West side of Evesham Street from just past
the jction with Unicorn Hill/ Church Green West/Market Place.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Alcester Street - Looking North on Poole Place up Alcester Street.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Evesham Street - Looking North on Evesham Street from the George Street junction.

Source:The Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Easemore Road - Former Indicator Printing works.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Red Lion Street - The Old Fire Station.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Evesham Street - Browns Arch again but now most of Evesham Street has been lost
to the Kingfisher Centre  clearly visible on the left hand side of the photo.

Source: Vince Green

Evesham Street - The Congregational Church.

Source: Vince Green
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Peakman Street - Clearly Peakman Street and  St. Stephen School.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Evesham Street - Looking South towards the junction with George Street on a wet
afternoon.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Evesham Street - The top of Eveshamm Street, locally known as Front Hill with
Smokey Joe's cafe on the corner of Park Road.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Evesham Road - Needle makers cottages on Evesham Road Headless Cross.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Evesham Road - St.Luke's School on Evesham Road Headless Cross.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Ipsley Street - Warwick Arms Hotel.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Ipsley Street - Millsborough House looking East.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Ipsley Street - Millsborough House looking West.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Evesham Road - The Star & Garter Public house.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Mount Street - The Alms Houses.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Hewell Road - The Royal Enfield factory with the office block behind the car park.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Railway Station - Ballast for building stocked up at the Railway station.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Red Lion Street - A view from Car Park 2 across the end of Red Lion Street to Ipsley
Street and Millsborough House.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Railway Goods Yard - Railway Trucks loaded with Ballast for New Town construction
work.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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New Street - View from the north side of New Street showing Heaphies Shop and
Evehsam Street in the distance.

Source: Vince Green

Smith Street and two well known Public Houses

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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High Duty Alloys
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High Duty Alloy - The Erie Hammer in operation at High Duty Alloys.

Source: High Duty Alloy Archives

 High Duty Alloy - A 12,000 Ton Forging Press in operation at High Duty Alloys.

Source: High Duty Alloy Archives
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 An early Merlin Powered Spitfire with pistons made at High Duty Alloys.

Source: High Duty Alloy Archives

To mark the opening of the Redditch HDA factory on 16th August 1939 a copy of this
bronze plaque, the work of sculptor Fred Kormis, was given to some of the more im-
portant guests at the ceremony.

Source: High Duty Alloy Archives
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Redditch In The News
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Redditch Carnival - Redditch Indicator 25th September 1959 – Scenes from the 30th
annual Redditch Carnival.

Source: RLHS Archives
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 Redditch in the local press.

Source: RLHS Archives
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 Redditch Silver Jubilee celebration reports.

Source: RLHS Archives
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1977 -  Queens Jubilee - Redditch Indicator 10th June 1977 -  Queens Jubilee
celebration in Redditch.

Source: RLHS Archives
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 More Jubilee pictures.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Redditch Carnival - Redditch Indicator 25th September 1958 – Scenes from the 30th
annual Redditch Carnival.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Heaphys - Redditch Indicator 23rd October 1981 -  A supplement celebrating
Heaphys 150th anniversary in Redditch.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Heaphys - Redditch Indicator 23rd October 1981 -  A supplement celebrating
Heaphys 150th anniversary in Redditch.

Source:RLHS Archives
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Heaphys - Redditch Indicator 23rd October 1981 -  A supplement celebrating
Heaphys 150th anniversary in Redditch.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Heaphys - Redditch Indicator 23rd October 1981 -  A supplement celebrating
Heaphys 150th anniversary in Redditch.

Source: RLHS Archives
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 Redditch in the local press.

Source: RLHS Archives



©RLHM

Page: 39Researched and compiled by:  Derek & Jillian Coombes

Memories of Old Redditch

  Redditch in the local press.

Source: RLHS Archives
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 More Press reports of the Queens visit in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Redditch New Town - Redditch Indicator 10th June 1977 -  Scenes depicting a New
Life In a New Town.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Milward 250th anniversary calendar - A page from the 1980 Milward 250th
anniversary calendar showing an early advertisment for Milward's needles.

Source: Milward 250th anniversary calendar in RLHS Archives
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Milward 250th anniversary calendar - A page from the 1980 Milward 250th
anniversary calendar showing an early advertisment for Milward's needles.

Source: Milward 250th anniversary calendar in RLHS Archives
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Milward 250th anniversary calendar - A page from the 1980 Milward 250th
anniversary calendar.  Needle workers ready to leave Long Crendon for
Redditch.(1860) and Needle Eyers at work on kick-stamp machines (1880)

Source: Milward 250th anniversary calendar in RLHS Archives
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Milward 250th anniversary calendar - A page from the 1980 Milward 250th
anniversary calendar showing an early advertisment for Milward's needles.

Source: Milward 250th anniversary calendar in RLHS Archives
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Milward 250th anniversary calendar - A page from the 1980 Milward 250th
anniversary calendar showing a variety of packets of Milward's needles ranging from
the 1880s to 1947.

Source: Milward 250th anniversary calendar in RLHS Archives
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Redditch Carnival
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Redditch Carnival.

Source: RLHS Archives

Redditch Carnival.

Source: RLHS Archives
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 Redditch Carnival.

Source: RLHS Archives

 Redditch Carnival.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Redditch Carnival - Fancy Dress Entrants.

Source: Redditch Indicator

Redditch Carnival - Fancy Dress winners.

Source: B. Lashbrook
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Men's Outfitters - Do you recognise the gentleman or the shop?

Source: Redditch Indicator

Royal Visit - Visit to Redditch by H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent to open clubs for war
workers I Prospect Hil. Accompanied by the Earl of Dudley and welcomed by
Councillor C. H. Blackford and W. Irving Watkins, Clerk of the Council.

Source: B. Lashbrook
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Garden Party - Mr. & Mrs. Dance at Houndsfield Garden Party.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

Redditch Carnival - The Carnival Queen and her attendants visit a patient in
Smallwood Hospital.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library



©RLHM

Page: 55Researched and compiled by:  Derek & Jillian Coombes

Memories of Old Redditch

Redditch Carnival - A group of youngsters with Flags of the World ready for Redditch
Carnival.

Source: Redditch Indicator

Redditch Carnival - Your guess is as good as mine who these two are meant to be?
Apparently its Len Jarrett on the right.

Source: B. Lashbrook
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Redditch Carnival - Bill, Ben & Weed – The kids of today don't know what they
missed!

Source: Redditch Indicator

Redditch Carnival - First Prize winner for “Spaceman Pat”.

Source: Redditch Indicator
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The Carnival Parade - A nice view of the 1970 Carnival parade showing a Band, The
Carnival Queen, Floats and at the side the fair.

Source: Redditch Indicator

Carnival Fancy Dress Prize Winners - Some very proud children who have one prizes
for the costumes in the Carnival's Fancy Dress competition.

Source: B. Lashbrook
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Redditch Carnival - Library Girls.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

Redditch Carnival - The winning Float?

Source: Redditch Indicator
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Redditch Carnival - Fancy Dress competition entrants.

Source: Redditch Indicator

Redditch Carnival - Fancy Dress competition entrants.

Source: Redditch Indicator
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Redditch Carnival - Redditch Carnival - Mr Eddie Crumpton and R. Charman.

Source: B. Lashbrook

Redditch Carnival - Redditch Carnival - Matron of Smallwood Hospital and the Queen
of the Carnival.

Source: Redditch Indicator
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Redditch Carnival - Redditch Carnival - Prince (Stanley Slade) and Princess
(Jacqueline Slade).

Source: B. Lashbrook

Redditch Carnival - Redditch Carnival - Mrs L. Jarrett - Queen of the Brewers.

Source: B. Lashbrookr
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Redditch Carnival - A likely pair!

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

Redditch Carnival - The Barrow Poets.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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Group of Workers - Taken in a shop with selling records - possibly Woolworth's.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

Carnival Queen - Redditch Carnival - Queen - Mavis Hawthorne with Doreen Taylor
and Betty Barry.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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Groups of Judges and Officials - Group of Judges and Officials with Headmaster.

Source: B. Lash brook

A Redditch Carnival Float.

Source: Redditch Indicator
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Carnival Queen - Redditch Carnival Queen, Margaret Southwick behind the counter of
her father's store.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

Victory Fete - First Prize.

Source: B. Lashbrook
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Washford Bridge - Opening Washford Bridge within the people shown is Pat Beddows,
Mr Cheshire (Chairman R.D.C), Mr Singleton and Mr Grier (General Manager R.D.C.).

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

John Frederick Milward, J.P.

Source: Redditch Indicator
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Wedding - Wedding -William J. Wray/Margery Hewson.

Source: Redditch Indicator

Cubs and Scouts on Parade.

Source: Redditch Indicator
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Birmingham Road VE Party off to Dudley Zoo.

Source: B. Lash brook

St. Lukes Memorial Hall - Home Coming Party.

Source: B. Lash brook
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Children's Fete on Church Green.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

Redditch at War - Home Guard.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library



Memories of Old Redditch ©RLHM

 Researched and compiled by:  Derek & Jillian CoombesPage: 70

Redditch at War - Birmingham Evacuees Children in garden.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

 Redditch at War - Women's Army Recruits.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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.Victory Party.

Source: C. H. Blackford

.Victory Fete procession.

Source: B. Lashbrook



Memories of Old Redditch ©RLHM

 Researched and compiled by:  Derek & Jillian CoombesPage: 72

Victory over Japan party.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

VE Celebration Tea 4:30.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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.VJ Party Baby Show.

Source: B. Lashbrook

Public Library School of Art.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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.Victory Queen

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

Thanksgiving service procession in Mount Pleasant/Rectory Road. Procession led by
Councillor J. H. Taylor, Chairman, Mr. N.I. Watlins, Clerk and Mr. Wilkinson.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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"Farm Sunday" procession in Evesham Street. Day intended to stimulate production
of food at home.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

VJ Party

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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Victory Party procession.

Source: B. Lashbrook

.E. Day on Church Green.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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Redditch At Work
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Allcock's - Fish Hook Manufacture at Alcock's factory in Clive Road.

Source: Vince Green

Allcock's - Clean and warm, by the radiator in evidence, conditions in this early 20th
century fish hook factory.

Source: Vince Green
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Allcock's - The S. Alcock's Bait Stock Room with thousands of artificial baits waiting
for despatch world wide.

Source: Vince Green

Ashleigh Works - Another impressive building which is still standing and occupied
today although reports say the upper floors are near derelict.

Source: Vince Green
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Ferny Hill Brickworks  - A group of workers outside the Ferny Hill Brick works. It is
believed these are construction workers building or extending the facilities rather
than brick makers. Source: Vince Green

Needle Making - Needle manufacture at Milward's. Notice the brown paper packs of
needles on the shelves in the background.

Source: Vince Green
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Polishing Premier Works - Machines used for polishing needles or hooks at Premier
works.

Source: Vince Green

End of Shift

Source: Redditch Development Corporation
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General View of RedditchChurch Green from the air.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

A Parade in Easemore Road.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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Redditch’s Royal Visitors
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Press coverage Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother when she visited Studley.

Source: RLHS Archives
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 The Queen Mother visits Studley.

Source: RLHS Archives

  The Queen Mother visits Studley.

Source: RLHS Archives
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 Press coverage of Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother’s visit to Studly.

Source: RLHS Archives
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 Press reports of Princess Margaret's visit to Redditch in 1962.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Princess Margaret's visit - Redditch Indicator 6th October 1962 – Photographs of
Princess Margaret's visit to Redditch touring local industry and officially opening the
Abbeydale housing estate. Source: RLHS Archives
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 The Queens arrives in Redditch on her visit in 1983.

Source:  RLHS Archives

 The queen on a walk-about during her visit to Redditch in 1983.

Source:  RLHS Archives
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Redditch Indicator Millennium souvenir edition - The cover of the millennium special
souvenir edition of the Redditch Advertiser.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Press coverage of Queen Elizabeth’s visit to Redditch.

Source: RLHS Archives
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  More Press reports of the Queens visit in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives
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  More Press reports of the Queens visit in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives

 More Press reports of the Queens visit in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives
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 The local press reports the Queens visit in 1983.

Source:  RLHS Archives
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  More Press reports of the Queens visit in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives
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 The local Press reports The Queens visit to Redditch 1983.

Source:  RLHS Archives
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  More Press reports of the Queens visit in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives

  More Press reports of Royal Visits.

Source: RLHS Archives
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The local Press reports The Queens visit to opening  The National Needle Museum,
Forge Mill.

Source:  RLHS Archives
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 Her Majesty the Queen visits Redditch - The Queens meets Les Jakeman then last
needle scourer at Forge Mill.

Source: RLHS Archives

Her Majesty the Queen visits Redditch - The Visit of Her Majesty the Queen to
Redditch on Tuesday July 5th. 1983. Shown here with Mayor Councillor Mrs Betty
Passingham as they go on walkabout. Source: RLHS Archives
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 The local Press reports The Queens visit to Redditch 1983.

Source:  RLHS Archives



©RLHM

Page: 101Researched and compiled by:  Derek & Jillian Coombes
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The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: RLHS Archives

The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: RLHS Archives



Memories of Old Redditch ©RLHM

 Researched and compiled by:  Derek & Jillian CoombesPage: 102

 The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives

 The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives
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 The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives

  The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives
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The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives

The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives
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Memories of Old Redditch

The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives

The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives
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