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Introduction

Despite occurring over 50 years ago, the tag “New Town” still lingers over
Redditch despite Redditch never being a new town.

The seeds of Redditch were planted when Cistercian monks founded Bordesley
Abbey on the banks of the river Arrow in the 12th century.

The the gate-house community of lay workers grew and even when the Abbey was
subject the Dissolution of the Monasteries by Henry VIIl. They carried for a couple
of hundred years at the Bordesley site but eventually moved south the the plateau
at the end of the Ridgeway, the site we know today as Redditch.

Since then the town has embraced the Industrial Revolution and became the
home for many world-wide brands. The factories and supporting commercial
organisations that funded Redditch’s growth were second homes to many
families and the community spirit of the town was second to none.

The development of the “new town” came at an opportune time when many of
these traditional industries were suffering as world trade grew, particularly in the
Asian market.

The new town brought an new, wider commercial market economy as well as an
influx of migrant families from both other areas of the UK as well as overseas.

The new town was not welcomed by all and many of the town’s residents who
grew up in the old town still fondly remember the shops, schools, clubs and
community of old Redditch.

We cannot turn the clock back to those pre new town time but we can still enjoy
our memories of the past times.

The photographs in this book are present to aid those memories.

Derek Coombes
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The Palace Theatre
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The Palace Theatre - 1913 The New Theatre and the workers who built it.

Source: Palace Theatre Archives
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The Palace Theatre - 1913 The New Theatre ahd thé workers who

Source: Palace Theatre Archives
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The Palace Theatre - Bertie Crewe, the theatre designer.

Source: Palace Theatre Archives

Proprietor & Resident Manage - - JACK LEUTY
Secretary & Director - - - - = VY C. LEUTY

PALACE THEATRE
REDDITCH

Fhone: 48

THE PALACE CAFE
{Under cthe sele contral ef Mr. Bert Maries)
Weekdays: Open 10 am, to 2 p.m., 330 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Saturdays: Open All Day frem 10 am.

Snacks, Caffee, Tea, otc, taken to seats during interval.
Meet Your Friends in the Cafe Before & After the Show

PROGRAMME Price 3d.

The Palace Theatre - A typicla programme from the 1950s.

Source: Palace Theatre Archives
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The Palace Theatre - The original Bar in the theatre c1950s.

Source: Palace Theatre Archives

The Palace Theatre - The original entrance to the Palace Theatre in Alcester Street.
In the doorway are Jack Leuty and his wife who managed the Palace Theatre in the
1950s. This photo appeared on the front page of the theatre programme.

Source: Palace Theatre Archives
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Redditch Landmarks
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Source: RLHS Archives

Redditch Institute - Redditch Institute on the corner of Church Road & Church Green
West.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Market Place - Looking up Market Place to the junction with Evesham Street and
Prospect Hill.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Evesham Street - Looking South on the West side of Evesham Street from just past
the jction with Unicorn Hill/ Church Green West/Market Place.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Alcesfer Street - Looking North oh Poole Placé up Alcester Street.
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Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Evesham Street - Looking North on Evesham Street from the George Street junction.

Source:The Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Easemore Road - Former Indicator Printing works.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Red Lion Street - The Old Fire Station.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Evesham Street - Browns Arch again but now most of Evesham Street has been lost
to the Kingfisher Centre clearly visible on the left hand side of the photo.

Source: Vince Green

Evesham Street - The Congregational Church.

Source: Vince Green
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Peakman Street - Clearly Peakman Street and St. Stephen School.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Evesham Street - Looking South towards the junction with George Street on a wet
afternoon.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Evesham Street - The i‘op of Eveshamm Street, locally known as Front Hill with
Smokey Joe's cafe on the corner of Park Road.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Evesham Road - Needle makers cottages on Evesham Road Headless Cross.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Evesham Road - St.Luke's School on Evesham Road Headless Cross.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Ipsley Street - Warwick Arms Hotel.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Ipsley Street - Millsborough House looking West.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Eveshain Road - The Star & Garter Public house.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Mount Stfeet - The AlIms Houses.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Hewell Rad - The Royal nfield factory wih the office block beh the car park.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection

Railway Station - Ballast for building stoked up at the Railway station.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Red Lion Street - A view from Car Park 2 across the end of Red Lion Street to Ipsley
Street and Millsborough House.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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Railway Goods Yard - Railway Trucks loaded with Ballast for New Town cntruction
work.

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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New Street - View from the north side of New Street showing Heaphies Shop and
Evehsam Street in the distance.

Source: Vince Green
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Smith Street and two well known Public Houses

Source: The Geoff Holmes Collection
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High Duty Alloys
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High Duty Alloy - The Erie Hammer in operation at High Duty Alloys.

Source: High Duty Alloy Archives

High Duty Alloy - A 12,000 Ton Forging Press in operation at High Duty Alloys.

Source: High Duty Alloy Archives
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An early Merlin Powered Spitfire with pistons made at High Duty Alloys.

Source: High Duty Alloy Archives
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To mark the opening of the Redditch HDA factory on 16th August 1939 a copy of this
bronze plaque, the work of sculptor Fred Kormis, was given to some of the more im-
portant guests at the ceremony.

Source: Hiah Dutv Allov Archives
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Redditch In The News
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CANDID CAMERA SCENES FF

Redditch Carnival - Redditch Indicator 25th September 1959 - Scenes from the 30th
annual Redditch Carnival.

Source: RLHS Archives
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INTIOATOR 4 ALOCRSTER OMRONICLE DEC. 37, 107

a2 Liak Lot

(In case you'd forgotten!)

Sarali Judge, nzed 11, Susan Smith, 10, Swra Cooke, 11, pmi Robert Jones, 10,
g& rebearsing ar sene from their scheol pliy, %4 Christiees Carol” by Charles Dickens,

wt Menley village hall. s the fale of miser Scrooge illnsirates, Christmas — could
b o mightmare for those haunted by spirits oces in the diys befare brethalysers,

A Hrosonies por, their nativity pley !hug:uol?nfm the village hall best sweek. Tt formad

farmed v during
et af e vardnel progranne of activitis by both Guides mal

the aim. of raising fuads for e

of the St Stephon's &, of E.

" schaol oo

‘el rewby 1o dake part in “Christmas Praise,” @

shich &'ﬁ“ T ddidion o the
naivity play. %

Lewmington Childeen's Home.

Redditch in the local press.

Source: RLHS Archives
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THE REDOITCH INGICATOR & ALCESTER CHRONIELE, AUKE 10 1577 18

Jubilee Picture Spectacular

As the rein streamed down during Tuesday aftarmoan, youngstars from

Northlsach Close, Church Hill, cowdod into the contractors canteen o
compets in the fancy dress competiton,

mmmmdﬂ-mmmmﬁuwmw
nmmﬂmmm sbrated both

Rosidants of ona of the nowar astates in Hunt End, Walkwood Green, w‘ﬂwllﬂlwﬂ’

G. M. WYATT GARAGES
(STRATFORD) LTD
For New and Used

VOLVOs and
ALFA ROMEOs

WESTERN ROAD |C and)
STRATFORD-ON-AVON
Telephone: 2468 & 67158

Light iron, car shells, flattaned cars, domestic
scrap, light cast

WANTED

o o P o
rogular supplios.

‘Contact Mike Marshall or Tomy Hill
at
Birds Commarcial Motals,
Tel. Pabworth 431 or 625

el Taxt job wit

ALLTOYOTA CARS

s a1 sourd, muiad: paintmeth, 0 @i oo, il
it claws Fa

HAVE AT LEAST THESE EXTRAS AS STANDARD

oo ot it

n.\:I:n i _’ﬁ‘h i

Alnnl -Id an mmm -
the other a comfortable car.

|t theother comforiai car._|
5‘ Bradleys MOUNT PLEASANT | |

REDDITCH Tel. 63711

Redditch Silver Jubilee celebration reports.

AVAILABLE

==3TOYOTA FOR 1977'55??;‘

Source: RLHS Archives
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12 THEREDDITCH INDICATOR B ALCESTER CHRONICLE JUNE 16, 1977

SAVE £5 onthefull comechon charge
ranew line inyour home AND
on anexfension.
HURRY!

Available only fo
END OFJUNE

w’

you Ine i the WEST MIDLAND
TELEFHONE AREA a

£

MEAT PRICES

E@, SLASHED! |

PLUS FREE GALLON ICE CREAM WITH EVERY ORDER COLLECTED
OVER £28

Cradt pocks availatle  Plasss writn o7 tuiophane for datsils

h 'WOODROW SHOPPING CENTRE. STUDLEY RDAD, AEDDITCH [Tel. 26754).

ol : » A

0 & DELIVERED

\’ou"ﬂ.u;'ﬂ Chaddaslay Class, L.,.,“ » Parky toon horo s ﬂ'w v up Parry, Misa ATV of 1977

Jubilee Picture Spectacular

Mmlwhhmﬂummhmﬁhmnmnm
were thase residents in Road who were al in & festive maod
whan wa called on tham

Residents of Landor Road, Greanlands, hald and an old fashioned strest
party with the tablos st out the ha road and wara obviously wall into the
fantive spirit by the v we reachad them on our grand tour of tha town,

.

Mwmmwo fraquent g

from
Closa ware antsrnined and Clown Tina sean h.- weith the

by Boat
' | | p ") / . 5 Idd in fancy drass in the hall of Arrowvale High School,

.' |

Wolvarton Closs, Ipalay,

to pra:
hm with fancy dross winners

1977 - Queens Jubilee - Redditch Indicator 10th June 1977 - Queens Jubilee

celebration in Redditch.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Source: RLHS Archives
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WITH THE QUEEN ONHER_ROUND@ BEFORE THE PROCESSION

1. The Carnival Queen and Ber escort ardive at the baspcal.

M. Tea Earnieal Quesn lce atearaph g0 he e <uc st o
iavitadion of WIS Afdrews, watched by che matros, B P W Morr,
and the Ghairman of the Geane

3, The sogal party in the mes's wmd at the b..ud of Mr. Alan Kikham,

3. The Prince 3h ane of his st “dodgem,* showt e be
tmmpud by the Carabeal Quate, i e by df i v junier
oo
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Tar the Arst time.

" W on fun falr the Earsival Quaen had the company

e “wabzens”
U chaian <8 thy Carmiat EnarlEes,

A, Theee ting com; Ratives of Uhree dierent countrien
s e Eaca T arattn, Einén Forts v vam Forriman, wiin Snban

Bingham In the background.
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-
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G gy i L Ay k
36 wearmell e of Mnu lun:. e mpnlz emamiration | Wy

dmll(lhhnl af the road
Hospital had an amusing entry.
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may be ahtained from Linden

Rretham Streat, Neddich.)

)

ﬂw Raddiich ledicator, Frida o, Friday, Quricn bor 26¢h, |959.—Pn;ﬂ$

Redditch Carnival - Redditch Indicator 25th September 1958 - Scenes from the 30th

annual Redditch Carnival.

Source: RLHS Archives
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THE REDOITCH INDICATOR & ALCESTER CHAOKICLE, DCTOSER 21

Heaphys

QUALITY PYJAMAS
&
SUMMER SHIRTS

Pyjamas in the latest
fabrics and styles by

o
Luvisca

Nashs take over

THE Heaphy family, with their staff, customers and suppliers,
celebrated 100 years of trading in Redditch with a dinner
party at Holt Hill Cafe, Baclay.

Good relations hetween custamens and siaM have besn the comérssare of the
business's success

M7 L. Farr, wha ssarted with tha firn first in 1936, and Mrs B Gray Inaa Growl

started 05 a young gir. They ars both vausale and active membars of the curent
e

Chetic fachionin
wnolby“k:lsey

wool sweater with
a saft shoulder
ine, fram a stylish
range of knitwear
by Wolsey.

[t
=, Comfortable V-neck AL s e, B

de»
vcvh- Herphys mosed o the Fingliae |

G ek By oy SR vy
n aphy

ot e o SNy
v Haddileh, He d by

Frltz Heaphy dles and the

Congratulations on the

past
and
Best Wishes for the

Future

fram

WAGNER
THE CONTINENTAL
TROUSER
“STRIDES AHEAD"

THE PLACE | |
TO MEET
TWO-LEGGED

FRIENDS.

of

REDDITCH

MEN'S & BOYS'
JEANS, CORDS,
TROUSERS & __
TOPS |

Bagnall, Phillips Ltd.

THE GRMGE. 37 ALCESTER ROAD
STLIDLEY, WARWICKSHIRE BED 7LL

Telephong:
Studiery 062 7851 3224

Specialists in the
I Requi s
of Commerce & Industry

Congratulate

HEAPHYS

BEST WISHES FOR THE NEXT
150 YEARS

Members of the Betis mzurmnce Beckary’ Asscoation

WASHABLE WOOL
TROUSERS by
CARSON TROUSERS

[
YOUR TWO-LEGGED FRIENDS. 1
{
[
{
|
4
1

Menswear tha
¢ets you there

See the new colections

GHIIISTMAS KNITWEAR
in stock at

= THE MARQUE OF QUALITY ‘

CASUALS = SUPPLIERS |

1

Of REDDITCH

' . G *
T.I;lﬁmgrrlntﬂs 1 & M KINDLER LTD, " P
WA naminrenes |

& A.J:." L‘ J

Heaphys - Redditch Indicator 23rd October 1981 - A supplement celebrating
Heaphys 150th anniversary in Redditch.

Source: RLHS Archives
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ADVENTIEEMEN FEATURE

150 YEARS IN THE SERVICE

!
1831-1981
L3 Ireland to Redditch HCKETS 3 0 Goars
v e (Heaphys' intriguing tale Heaphys

present and future. It is looking to the years ahead with hope
and confidence sure that its 150 year association with Red-
diteh will continue.

The ssory of the Hausn of Hoapny is a fascinating tale with its beginings o

i

ear lter they had 4 son mamed
e

gt i wanyl e George Heaphy . . .‘an honest, hard-working non-
o aiowmiot it o balfof n fok-trocioll

oh ; ‘-
- Q< ¢
-7
iﬁ‘&‘éﬁ’h a:lk a8 Congratulations on your
51 L al the turn of i
3 ¢ the century. The m.:ngsncfllmwn?:l::n i!h:a“%:J sesquicentenary (150 years).
e

was wery different i 1830 when the Heaphy We look forward to trading
West Couniey Bot Gaors Thomad Fauried (> bt with you in the year 2131
REDDITCH
ESTARLISHED 1831, 151 YEARS SERVISE T RFI0IE

{300 yrars)

SUITS TO MEASURE
Centaur’s finishing totiches

Heaphys

HOPSACEK &“fLA; NE.L
,.ﬁgfuﬁs are part of okl m

the histo
_ i lésedgtch

and 150 years of

quality + service  §
ISNOW part of the ROBERT R. BUCK
& SONS LTD.
I(ingfisher ke
ongratulate Heap \"8
pm&ﬁ on ‘h:;;f‘fg:!lf;:hdm
Redditc R

Heaphys - Redditch Indicator 23rd October 1981 - A supplement celebrating
Heaphys 150th anniversary in Redditch.

Source:RLHS Archives
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CHURCH GREEN SHOP
REDDITCH
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Heaphys today—a fair &
deal, complete service

VIYELLA

SOME IN
NTE
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for the future

Alexander Rose lid.
MENS FASHION SUITS
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‘The old private and family business’ — what
the Indicator had to say 47 years ago
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ﬁ bove) Heaphy's reward for years and years of
st clugs service o the peaple of Redditch and the

. the Gald Awam for staff training an
andard of

Tash's widow, Margat, and Mrs Pauline ll
chairman of the town's ¢hamber of trade.

Heaphys written records wnﬁmf;
den Bridge go back to 1908 |
they had already been supplying
Redditch with Quality Trousers for
many years.

The heavy moleskins and Saxony
flannels are still available but the
modem  man  needs  modern
blended cloth for his changed life
style.

ASTIN GREENWOODS  have
adapted to change as have Hea-
phys and together will continue to
TROUSER THE MEN OF RED-
DITCH

ELEGANT SUITS
AND BLAZERS
FOR MEN

Congratulations te
Gearge Heaphy
& Sons Ltd
celebrating 150 vears
n business

High Street Mills
Hecki ke
West Yorkshire
Tel. No. Heckmondwike
[0924] 40517

Folkes Limited

Manufact

Folleespeare Neckwear

TrutexT

Leaders in kisurewear,

o from

The Kingfisher Boyswear Centre

REDDITCH

o
VARTEX (TEXTILES) LIMITED

Congratulations
to

Heaphys - Redditch Indicator 23rd October 1981 - A supplement celebrating
Heaphys 150th anniversary in Redditch.
Source: RLHS Archives
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Quest. The suit with a secret,
» A pocker in the rouser,

what acts like a safe,

Quest. A b range of top
) quality suits—and not too hard
on the pocket.

SUPPLIERS OF ENGLISH
QUALITY SUITS & SLACKS

FINDOUT THE SECRETAT-

OF REDDITCH

FARAHE
Heaphys OF REDDITCH

FARAHE FARAHE

Double Two Shistmanship isthe creation
af Mlnnwe sruNS fmom fine

fabics chosen o hei quaiy,
richness of design and casy

care pmpm-cs

il | &jshirtmanship
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Ettle mpromptu advertising as Graat Alna’s
Iﬂnﬂ-r"nﬁﬂlplmmdﬂhlﬂ&ﬂnmhdmmml
can still be seen. [Blbll'lﬁ'llﬂﬂlﬁ!l‘-lmﬁumhfmlrlhm

The family’s links
grow stronger

THE Shambles was demolished in 1861 and George Heaphy
took a shop in Evesham Street, assisted by his son George,
who married Miss Sarah Sanders from Plymtree in 1870,

They had a son, Fritz, bom on July 21, 1872, who remained a batchelor, and
five ather chikdran. Their eider daughter, Gracs, was the principal of & kindergar-
18 schoal i Hedrtoh for many vaars.

Thit Heaiy family moved into & houss
on i eceues of Vs Jlrard Street aud 1

Strees. T ned anoiher b
fies M,«e. il e T

e The &
1446 and n»e:hu‘gm o Siteet Epindad.
TP s

rila wan pla\mg a part in
the business helping his Fatie
Houpist ba oy thls time developed & [n 18 Oeaphys bosghl 3 gamecart o

ezcero
Fashion

Suits
wom £49.95

Congratulations
from
NEW VITOSHA

U.K. Ltd

B 2 J

CONGRATULATE

Heaphys

an their
150th Anniversary

Mens & Boys Jackets

YOUNG FITTING TROUSERS

CHAS. TEMPLE
& SONS LTD.

ProOO>
N=J=TW0

M HIRE DRESSWEAR

CHURCH GREEN, REDDITCH

s 1." couniey Visits L out of lown ews
i | i tha old St Stephen's  mr

[Emills Ware given
5 exenangs ot Hodphys

sargs Heaphy. the secand, died in May.
188 leaving Fritz to Lake over manning the

Fi: had o eldr understanding of th

[ure on his bie
' the older generation in Redditch.

The: game-cart was atill used foe lndar
J0rneys AR oia Whi

Ineal grocer John
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Ented o
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ainn of the 1800’ Cyril Nash jeaned the
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, e shap was redosigeed, extanded and
3 d in the basement.

phys now
exhunls,

e e e LR TR )
Evesham Street at the t

"""l\ﬂ'v wmu ke '[[eauhr ahup mcn
Juting ot apnve the pavement on
the lef hand side of the road. Church

Gmn Enst i still recognisable des-
Hmr ssing of B years or ao,

w"lle (helow! the fountain on church

ﬁ:‘:mzn itself enjo; a}'t rather more seclu-
than these

»
|

"YFRONT' Only from Lyle & Scott.
Al British. All Coton.Ysettle forless? |

CONGRATULATIONS

to
of
REDDITCH

on their 150yrs
Sueccessful Trading

egame 3 !am.naf al

Excellant English Elegance
available at

CHURCH GREEN SHOP
REDDITCH

ST
For today's style
conscious children
who want to look
good, in oF out of
school. Mada toa
stardard of guality
to withetand the
atrasses of their
active livas.

Heaphys - Redditch Indicator 23rd October 1981 - A supplement celebrating
Heaphys 150th anniversary in Redditch.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Redditch in the local press.

Source: RLHS Archives
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THE RE

Telephone Classifieds -~ REDOITCH BB247

L ¥3

above wulbylllrﬁubmhluh,oflvluphw
mﬂun.#m shows :::vmd now Hewell Grange Borstal. The photo-
mwwmhﬂammulwﬁum

e
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Temrys Springs all dressed up 1or the Coronation in 1953.

Old Redditch — a trip
down memory lane

FLASHBACK to days gone by — You never saw traffic rolling past the
these photos of old Redditch may not former Royal Hotel, now Egcddles.
mean much to some people in town. they remain part of the town's heri-

tage.

They were all taken before the de-  The pictures were loaned to the
velopment corporation began its Indicator by former colleague Fred
mammoth task in the mid-60s and Mijtchell, of Lodge Road, Like us, he
transformed the face of Redditch. wonders how many people will recall

But whether or not you do remem- their views. y
ber what Evesham Street pre-Kingfi- _Let us have your old photos and

-+ Another view of the town centre as it once was — this time Alcester Street.
sher Centre looked like, or even if takeanother trip down memory lane.

Redditch in the local press.

Source: RLHS Archives
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CITIZENS' GUIDE, REDDITCH INDICATOR, 1962/83 PAGE V

THIS IS YOUR TOWN
REDDITCH

More Press reports of the Queens visit in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives
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REDDITCH INDICATOR SPECIAL JUBILEE SUPPLEMENT, JUNE 3, 1977

new lnfe in tﬂew Town

Wadh ' * ﬂ“lﬂleh has never seen such Qtee!
h 1 “E:m those resulting from its
?%‘.W nt as &8 Mew Town to help A '

rillBVE  ouprcrowding  in the West =—— R
idlands Conurbation. -
And s well as pro\ndmg @ botter life  gue = >

43 fa l«r\dt“ mn;lw:nm;: the =g " e e
g te [ ——
" in¥i90%ted the old town. e —

We hope you shars our mida in the
rasults of gur aforts: balenced | .
Bﬂ"‘"""'tv with new Indultn- new = N

housing, “new shops, new  lsisure | -

tacilitiss for all,
James Chasshire, M.C., F.A.LC.S.

Chairman, Redditch owamp-mm
Corporation, K

. The Woodrow
vida 'n home m'?‘..:.,m s
including

What's
Happening

M ™ ‘4 Room to breathe
D:\rEEL%[I:’Il‘\rncEl-I:IT - - \ e o e room to gr()_‘!f

Redditch New Town - Redditch Indicator 10th June 1977 - Scenes depicting a New
Life In a New Town.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Milward 250th anniversary calendar - A page from the 1980 Milward 250th
anniversary calendar showing an early advertisment for Milward's needles.

Source: Milward 250th anniversary calendar in RLHS Archives
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Milward Rumb:Tree
Larbre généalogique de Mtluwd
Stammbaum der Firma Milward

Richard Milward m. Margaret Briscoe

1600—
Frances

Thomas Margarer  Dorothy
1627— 1678

John Mary
I H ' 1667 — 1727
Symon John Thomas Mary Anne Elizabeth
1690 —
John James Thomas William }-{?enr_r (I)  Elizabeth Mary Anne Hannah Job
1730— 1798
Jokn Thomas Henrvi2)  William Susannah Sarah Anne
I770— 1828
Thornas Henry {3}  Charles Frederic Thomas James Sarah
1802— I878 — 1877 Srith Anng
Henry  John Frederic = Robert Victor Carherine Mary ||
1E40— 10

Charles 18241916

Hilda Henry Frederick Robert George Clement
Herbert  Arthur(Sir)

Charles  Laurence  Reginald Phillip Frances Litian Clara
Frederic Tomson 1
1860 — 1947 1868 — 1949 Corbett-
Mitward
|
I { i i
Charles John Victor Esther Norah Frances Henry Francis Anthony Diana
Disney Frederic qurd' John iSir)
1891 — 1953 Vietor E
lan Newton

Milward 250th anniversary calendar - A page from the 1980 Milward 250th

anniversary calendar showing an early advertisment for Milward's needles.
Source: Milward 250th anniversary calendar in RLHS Archives
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This photograph dated 1860
shows a group of the Long Crendon needle makers who
“trekked” up to the Redditch/ Studley area from South
Oxfordshive to continue their
trade in the growing needle district of Redditeh.
Making the eyve impression on a Kick Stamp
in the 1880s. This method superseded the old skills of striking
by hand. It was subsequently replaced by the
Spring Stamp and later by the combination Stamping and
Eyveing machines which were introduced in the
early part of the 20th Century.

Milward 250th anniversary calendar - A page from the 1980 Milward 250th
anniversary calendar. Needle workers ready to leave Long Crendon for
Redditch.(1860) and Needle Eyers at work on kick-stamp machines (1880)

Source: Milward 250th anniversary calendar in RLHS Archives
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" NFEDLE EPITOME, |
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'“,uﬂ LWARD X 5

5 WASHFORD MILLS
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Milward 250th anniversary calendar - A page from the 1980 Milward 250th
anniversary calendar showing an early advertisment for Milward's needles.

Source: Milward 250th anniversary calendar in RLHS Archives
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{ SHARPS WILWARD
3/7 |

\4} ~ -
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Milward 250th anniversary calendar - A page from the 1980 Milward 250th
anniversary calendar showing a variety of packets of Milward's needles ranging from
the 1880s to 1947.

Source: Milward 250th anniversary calendar in RLHS Archives
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Redditch Carnival

Researched and compiled by: Derek & Jillian Coombes Page: 49
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Redditch Carnival.

Source: RLHS Archives

Redditch Carnival.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Redditch Carnival.

Source: RLHS Archives

Redditch Carnival.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Source: Redditch Indicator
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Redditch Carnival - Fancy Dress winners.

Source: B. Lashbrook
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Men's Outfitters - Do yo¢_l recognise thé-gentleman or the s;wp?

Source: Redditch Indicator

Royal Visit - Visit to Redditch by H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent to open clubs for war
workers I Prospect Hil. Accompanied by the Earl of Dudley and welcomed by

Councillor C. H. Blackford and W. Irving Watkins, Clerk of the Council.
Source: B. Lashbrook
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Garden Party - Mr. & Mrs. Dance at Houndsfiel Garden Party.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

= - P ‘ A R Y .
Redditch Carnival - The Carnival Queen and her attendants visit a patient in
Smallwood Hospital.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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Redditch Carnival - A group of youngsters with Flags of the World ready for Redditch
Carnival.

Source: Redditch Indicator

Redditch Carnival - Your guess is as good as mine who these two are meant to be?
Apparently its Len Jarrett on the right.

Source: B. Lashbrook
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Redditch Carnival - Bill, Ben & Weed - The kids of today don’'t know what they
missed!

Source: Redditch Indicator

Redditch Carnival - First Prize winner for "Spaceman Pat”.

Source: Redditch Indicator
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The Carnival Parade - A nice view of the 1970 Carnival
Carnival Queen, Floats and at the side the fair.

Sin -
parade showing a Band, The

Source: Redditch Indicator

Carnival Fancy Dress Prize Winners - Some very proud children who have one prizes
for the costumes in the Carnival's Fancy Dress competition.

Source: B. Lashbrook
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Redditch Carnival - Library Girls.

0odge Parke B
\t'\t'l‘ \‘ Ve
fand

Redditch Carnival - The winning Float?

Source: Redditch Indicator
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Reddltch Carmval Fancy Dress compet:t)on entrants

Source: Redditch Indicator
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Redditch Carnival - Redditch Carnival - Mr Eddie Crumpton and R. Charman.

Source: B. Lashbrook

A

I

e i@

Redditch Cafnival - Redditch Carnival - Matron of Smallwood Hospital and the Queen
of the Carnival.

Source: Redditch Indicator
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Redditch Carnival - Reddltch Carmval Prince (Stanley Slade) and Prmcess
(Jacqueline Slade).

Source: B. Lashbrook

Redditch Carnival - Redditch Carnival - Mrs L | Jarrett Queen of the Brewers.

Source: B. Lashbrookr
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Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

Redditch Carnival - The Barrow Poets.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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Group of Workers - Taken in a shop with selling records - possibly Woolworth's.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

¥ .t - . ) . o _ b "'_: A : ; - , 3
B t % i Ay
Carnival Queen - Redditch Carnival - Queen - Mavis Hawthorne with Doreen Taylor
and Betty Barry.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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A Redditch Carnival Float.

Source: Redditch Indicator
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il w 1) . '
Carnival Queen - Redditch Carnival Queen, Margaret Southwick behind the counter of
her father's store.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

Victory Fete - First Prize.

Source: B. Lashbrook

Researched and compiled by: Derek & Jillian Coombes Page: 65



Memories of Old Redditch ©RLHM

Washford Bridge - Opening Wéshfdrd Bridge within fhe people shown i§ Pat eddows,
Mr Cheshire (Chairman R.D.C), Mr Singleton and Mr Grier (General Manager R.D.C.).

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

John Frederick Milward, J.P.

Source: Redditch Indicator
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Source: Redditch Indicator
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Cubs and Scouts on Paradé.

Source: Redditch Indicator
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Birmingham Road VE Party off to Dudley Zoo.

Source: B. Lash brook

St. Lukes Memorial Hall - Home Coming Party.

Source: B. Lash brook

Researched and compiled by: Derek & Jillian Coombes
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Children's Fete on Church Green.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

“Monochrome” Home Guard, date unknown

Redditch at War - Home Guard.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

Researched and compiled by: Derek & Jillian Coombes Page: 69



Memories of Old Redditch ©RLHM

Redditch at War - Birmingham Evacuees Children in garden.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

:
Redditch at War - Women's Army Recruits.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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.Victory Party.

.Victory Fete procession.

Source: B. Lashbrook
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Victory over Japan party.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

VE Celebration Tea 4:30.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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Public Library School of Art.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

.VJ Party Baby Show.

Source: B. Lashbrook
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.Victory Queen

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

Thanksgiving service procession in Mount Pleasant/Rectory Road. Procession led by
Councillor J. H. Taylor, Chairman, Mr. N.I. Watlins, Clerk and Mr. Wilkinson.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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"Farm Sunday" procession in Evesham Street. Day intended to stimulate production
of food at home.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library

VJ Party

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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Source: B. Lashbrook

V.E. DAY ST.STEPHENS CHURCH REDDITCH

.E. Day on Church Green.

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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Redditch At Work
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Allcock's - Fish Hook Manufacture at Alcock's factory in Clive Road.

Source: Vince Green

Allcock's - Clean and warm, by the radiator in evidence, conditions in this early 20th
century fish hook factory.

Source: Vince Green
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Allcock’s - The S. Alcock’s Bait Stock Room with thousands of artificial baits waiting
for despatch world wide.

Source: Vince Green

Ashleigh Works - Another impressive building which is still standing and occupied
today although reports say the upper floors are near derelict.

Source: Vince Green
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Needle Making - Needle manufacture at Milward's. Notice t)we brown papér packs of
needles on the shelves in the background.

Source: Vince Green

wn

Ferny Hill Brickwo)'ks -A grbup of i)vorkefs od.tside .the Férhy Hill rick works. It is
believed these are construction workers building or extending the facilities rather
than brick makers. Source: Vince Green
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End of Shift

Source: Redditch Development Corporation

Polishing Premier Works - Machines used for polishing needles or hooks at Premier
works.

Source: Vince Green
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A Parade in Easemore Road.

R

P > S

General View of RedditchChurch Geen fron:) the air.‘

Source: Unknown/Redditch Library
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Redditch’s Royal Visitors
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Press coverage Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother when she visited Studley.

Source: RLHS Archives
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The Queen Mother visits Studley.

Source: RLHS Archives

The Queen Mother visifs Studley.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Press coverage of Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother’s visit to Studly.

B 1881

Parish council
youngsters

of Warwickshire
took a pe

Bi
in
R

@ THE Chief Col

rparaticns
egional chairman o

mmtmwlmsnlm

:THE (lUEEN MOTHER \IISITS STUDL'-;

chaimman, Mike Gllbert, his

Adrian and Vicki meat Har Majesty.

Majesty — the Ousan Mother with a back-number of Studley's local

paper, the Redditch Indicator, Tha Indicator was on the scene as usual —

photographers Adrian Beach, Jeremy Pardoe and Paul France did the
work.

hie ®THE sning we
wger  timed ide_with the
mirthd Mounthai-

.1lGI|'.r =ecurl|y Iz
the receal &
s laid on 1 fov the %ueen
Mather's Vis

inta et only had to
T, S e i
e oraned 1o spill
intothe Alcester Road.

Thair best curtssy — Sally Nne Rotls of Matchborough West with flowsrs for the Qussn Mothor.

Sarnh Bradiay from Inbisrrow looks on,

Source: RLHS Archives
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Me E. W. P. Keesey, the (hairman, made a presentation
1o Princess Margaret aller her tour of the Hritish Needle
‘o factory.

One of the happiest piclures of the day as Councillor W, I, Stranz, irman of
Redditeh Urban Couneil presented Mrs. Stranz (o the Princess.

Earller the Princess had seen processes in the manufac.
ture of needles with Mr. C. E. A. Buckle (Sales Direclor)
and ...

: I‘lﬂﬂ readly o welcome the Prinoess to Abheydale Estate,

L s =y

Press reports of Princess Margaret's visit to Redditch in 1962.

Source: RLHS Archives
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A MEMORABLE MORNING IS

. Fail |

Princess Margaret's visit - Redditch Indicator 6th October 1962 - Photographs of
Princess Margaret's visit to Redditch touring local industry and officially opening the
Abbeydale housing estate. Source: RLHS Archives
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The Visit of Her Majesty the Queen to Redditch
on Tuesday July 5th. 1983.

ig-mmmmm. rhe Queen’s Lady-in-waiting
checks on the safety of the royal flowers as the limousine
passes the Advertiser office in Church Green East. i

The Queens arrives in Redditch on her visit in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives

The Visit of Her Majesty the Queen to Redditch
on Tuesday July 5th. 1983.

Most schoolchildren had been given the day off to see the Queen. They were out in
r::h:lonmonTuudaytngnetmrm.TMumsenhlnlyadamen 2
r 'm ] !

The queen on a walk-about during hef visit to Redditch in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Redditch Indicator Millennium souvenir edition - The cover of the millennium special
souvenir edition of the Redditch Advertiser.

Source: RLHS Archives
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& ALCESTER §
REDDITCH

The Royal cavalcade moves down Church Green Westto cheers from O 'Ners certainly had their arms full ... . the
~ crowds thronging the street. Queen stoops to make life easy for one
young supporter.

‘A SUNSHINE;
SOVEREIGN!

A SUN-DRENCHED waving and shouting and
lcomed its 9 creating an atmosphers
sunshine sovereign on  "lsn't she lovely?” RUTH PULLIN probably never exper- 3a¥ It all as the
Tuesday as cheering [l was a right Royal parly for tha whols tawn  crown, white gioves, and lncedin thetown before,  limousine at the
as adults stopped work  black shoes and hang-  After the queer :

and children took the day

aoff school, lining the way through

streets in their thous-

ands and cheering their  but was stopped every

Aoyal guest every step of  few yards by KA

the way. hands either empty and I
The people of a town  wailing 1o be shaken, or  27Tived al Hym

festooned with flowsrs  clutching bundies of Enginesring Comp

GAS - GALOR piled even more onto the © blossoms.

SOLID FUEL Queen until she was GIlEE“

laden down with blooms

T“KE An"A"T“GE Jnd pOfcCETAsAL: Loud cheers and

OF OUR SUMMER ¥ may nave been st 10Pse roted he  dolopment
| another working day for  POYal visitor wherever
OFFER 2 e e

! INSTALL NOW !!

BUT DON'T PAY A PENNY UNTIL et

OCTOBER 1883 ON OUR NO DEPOSIT it
HOME IMPROVEMENT SCHEME b
Payments from only £4.50 per week
(AP 25 4, 10 month term. Written details

| on request) )

ELEGTRIC 6kw D‘JEHBL\TH
SHOWERS ritted from o

_ND IIIl'PCISIF £1.70
4 MONTH TERM)

Press coverage of Queen Elizabeth’s visit to Redditch.

Source: RLHS Archives
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TUESDAY JULY 5°1983

ARATTTIVRRIR

R &

e ueelaoks un iﬁﬁnlly as this young lady goes al

her everyday business.

SIX CHEERS

FOR ROYAL
VISITOR!

‘I LOVE you Queen’ was
the message on a
banner held up by a
youngster lining the
route as the Queen
made her way to
Hymatic Engineering
Company in  Moons
Maoat.

And when the employ-
ees met their Aoyal
guest, it ssemed the

The Queen meets Oliver Gray at Fo

massage fram them was
the same - not anly was
there |loud applause as
the Queen passed by
each section of workers,
but three cheers for Her
Majesty rang out loud
and clear - TWICE!

One lucky lidy who
could not believe her luc
was Alison Peplow, a
skilled assembler who

rge Mill Museum and finds |
ina ‘seat. :

'-
bout

got the chance 1o
explain to the Queen
axactly what she was
doing.

/

‘The Queen seemed

very Interested in my 4 2

work. | think she is =y
absolutely wonderful. > //
What a great honour? i g

exclaimed 23-year-old 4
Alison who has worked
for Hymatic for three
and a half years, Apprentice Colin

E"l’l'l! won't forget this in a hurry! mmwwumnw;
Hymatic. . ~

&

i

More Press reports of the Queens visit in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives
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TUESDAY f']ULY <] '"1983

: : —
The Queen had a slight shock as she walked
up the steps of the town hall - for there to
greet her was a flery dragon, along with
children of $t. George's First School singing|
a welcoming song and perfarming a short
play called ‘Emmas Dilemma’. The school is
celebrating its centenary this year but will
remember 1983 for olher reasons too -
particularly a Royal visitor who stepped to
see exactly what 5t. George was dolng to the
dragon! David Barnard and Justin Franks,
both aged nine, admitted to Her Majesty
that it was mighty hot inside the dragon's -
costume, and were pleased o free them-
selves for a moment for a quick chal. Also
lucky enough lo be Included in the Royal
£ reveliry were Mrs Pal Smith who wrote the
| play and planist Kay Willlams, plus pupils
Paul Davis and Amar Raze.

More Press reports of the Queens visit in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives

TUESDAY JULY 51983

A step back
mlo hlstory

needle is
Queen’s gift

Museum opens
to the public

Guasan ringa a ank 13,45 18 i,

More Press reports of the Queens visit in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Redditch residents had been w;

years to be exact.

Redditch has changed out of all recognition since Edward Il came
calling in 1328 but as the Queen discovered on July 5 it’s been a change

for the better.
The sunny weather
brought out thousands of
people anxious Lo see their
Queen. They were also
eager o show Her Majesty
the town's new showpiece
retail complex, the King-
fisher Shopping Centre.
The Redditch Develop-
ment Corporation had been
trying to arrange the roval
visit for years. The opening
of the Centre by the Queen
was especially pleasing to
Professor Denys Hinton,

Redditch  Corporation
chairman,
““This is a very important

day for us, the enjoyment
and recollections of which
will not diminish with
time,"" Professor Hinton
said.

Professor Hinton wasnt
the only Redditch resident
impressed by the Queen's
visit, Sally Davis, the

Everyone agreed that the
Queen herself was the most
stunning ‘flower” of the
day, though. She was
charming and radiant,
dressed in a pretty green
summer dress, white gloves,
and wearing a matching
hat.

And everywhere she
went, Her Majesty was pre-
sented with flowers by the
star-struck crowds which
had gathered to see her.

While visiting the King
fisher Centre, the Queen
was met by disabled groups,
Girl Guides and town centre
officials. She also inspected
a model of HMS King-
fisher, th war corvelte,
which has links with the
town and from which the
Centre gets its name.

Undoubtedly the high-
light of the royal visit to
Redditch was the Queen's

pl at King-
fisher Centre's Marks and
Spencer store, had the
hanour of presenting the
Queen with a posy of
flowers.

pening of and tour of the
new Kingfisher Centre,
which promises to usher in
a new era of economic
prosperity for the Redditch
area.

ng a long time for a royal visit — 655

Her Majesty made many
stops during one of her now
famous ‘walkabout” tours
of the centre 1o speak with
people who work at the
centre. One man who spoke
with the Queen was Mike
Pozzi, Kingfisher Centre
manager,

After meeting Her
Majesty, Mike said he was
prouder than ever of the
Centre.

“*It was once in a lifetime
occasion,”” Mike and after
meeting the Queen. The
Queen also stopped to be
presented with a bouguet of
flowers from a two-year-
old girl who had an attack
of stage fright at the last
moment and so couldn't
manage Lo give the flowers
to the Queen.

The girl’s mother had to
step into the breach and
wound up giving the
flowers to the Queen
herself.

Another highlight of the
royal visit to the Centre was
the unveiling by the Queen
of a series of mosaic panels

in the Centre's Milward
Square recognising the
industries in the Redditch
area.

The panels were was
designed by Eduvardo
Paolozzi, who was on hand
to meet the Queen during
the opening ceremony. The
panels emphasise particu-
larly the town's needle-

making industry for which

picked out of a hat by the

it has been famous for Mayor, Ci
generations. Passi X
Later the Queen listened It was all over in four

to a fanfare from the Royal
Marines Band. Following
that she joimed 170
dignitaries at the town Hall.
Twenty lucky Redditch resi-
dents joined the Queen
after their names had been

hours but for Redditch
residents it will remain a
day to remember forever,
and a day they hope will put
Redditch firmly on the map
as the centre of the
Midlands.

Come on lads!

THE WORLDS of dance a

nd  Lorraine before the show can come off. That
B i b 40

and 23 at the Kingfisher Shopping
Centre when Anna Hambling and
Lorraine Hall, operators of Red-

16 i

the accom

children, aged five to 16, will make.
The children will be modelling the clothes
under the date palms of Kingfisher Centre to

of music.

ditch’s Lorana Dance School,
present the Kingfisher Back-to-
School Fashion Show.

The show will feature the latest in back-to-
school fashions, courtesy of the fine stores at

Kingfisher.
This i ive way of p ing the best of
Redditch’s fashi d d s

paniment
In all it promises to be quite a good
Rt e L Ack il wel

the young

to make the show a special event indeed.
But a lot of hard behind-the-scenes work has
to be done by choreographers Anna and

The local press reports the Queens visit in 1983.

il

Source: RLHS Archives
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Incorparating the Alcester Chronicle and the Wythall and Hollywood Indicator.,

FRIDAY, JULY 8, 1983 P 150

Sun shines on = = |

Majestic town
centre Walk

BREEZING into Paul Howlett
Redditch in bri l bY

sunshine, t
Queen was greetm:l {2
by thousands of -
cheering, waving
people intent on
welcoming her
wherever she e
went, B,
The crowd kept up &
right Royal commo-
tion as she was intro-

Further en the delight

Ior ovee & yeurs, be sl
e & marvelios

taries and led along ere ¥3% &P
Evesham Walk to the Bvesham Soud

Kingfisher Shopping ibem .-J “lihs B Telied 35 [he fur

SIS takns opened cormecily.
Bressed in 3 pale b fpent 15 misates in
dress wilk matchicg hat sh sno the air- Mﬂ-‘""‘“' comtert | Poflowing & uiow buck 41
Inaked remarkably cool gnd o OWen Owen before con- e and e sacent of five polcs

charming smong e ‘i timuing il umen were lades wih
i bect omb talks with stadl od.

i il One_litthe g'rl advanced
o a‘.fu""m'..‘..’.'."u'f, wiih e Doty g ek again ko ‘seatght od
i e righ the

nd rolreated. leay- open market
ST o 1 yas ok het T o Ak the
barn e bred i Redditca | PrEseTiALion. The market was packed
‘?f a3 wnd the town's -c -lenwn:quc 12 ihe Quesn T e -
Alf Pis- stop wilh st !
r:olnolxlrwﬂ Haad. and rs and 2 ,,“_‘,3:‘",,"” e oo
L e square she ircepn potias Mom Laur
LR s posy | Uour) aed Nocola (seven)  The edditch people who
raran's G wn Prw had tome to see her Kepl
R ey e Wits Her vislt brought together  “She paid thank Lo B oD B
Sked penire manager Mike v “She gaid thank you —  sne g B - %
sz tow he mansged to e peoplc who had coatri- |... i we walbed,” Miola  Toe Tl B had bess s
‘Blace. buted to the town's growih sa

Aough trestment for this union fisg — but & led
has to amuse himest untl the Quesn s,

¥ X f

More Press reports of the Queens visit in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Day to remember for

Premier
Shopping
Centre

The final jewel in the crown that is Redditch —
that was how the Queen s visit to the town was
seen by all involved in the development of what is
now recognised as the hub of the Midlands.

From the day Redditch Development
Corporation announced the impending arrival of
the first reigning monarch to visit the town for
665 years (Edward Il visited Bordesley Abbey
back in 1328) the town had been buzzing with
anticipation and was still basking in a Royal glow
days after the Queen had left.

Tuesday, July 5, was an extra special day for
the Kingfisher Shopping Centre which, in the
morning, provided the main setting for the
sovereign’s tour of the town.

The local Press reports The Queens visit to Redditch 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives
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bies into a career bul
that's exactly what can
be said abour Mike
Cater, the Redditch
Advertiser's long-time
photographer.

DOriginally specialising in
sports pictures, Mike
started his time at the
paper as a freelance in
1977, just two years after
the Advertizser had come
into being.

In 1980, he was asked 1o
become a permanent member
of staff and he readily apreed

Through the years, he has
taken pictures of 2 huge vari-
ety of subjects, as diverse as
the Queen to an abundance of
kisso-gram girls.

And he has B T
at the Advertiser

The technology

As as being the man
behlyd the pictures in the
Redditch Advertiser, Mike has
alsa received national accolade
for his skilled work.

He said: “In 1988 [ won the
award for the All England Free
Newspaper Photographer of
the Year.

“Obviously | was thrilled
with this. It's nice to have your
pietures seen by thousands in
the paper every wack but to

Life through a lens:
royal ppomtment

@ A myriad of memories:
Mike Cater

receive national recognition

[or what vou di is fantastic."
Mike has taken many pic-
tures of which he is extremely

proud but lists
royalty as ane of
his  favourite
subjects.

He said: “When
the Queen came
o Redditch I gat
somae great phitos
of her. [ have cap:
tured a lot of the
rovals an film.

“Perhaps = m
favourite of all woul

a picture of
Princess Diana [ took.™

Despite spending 23 N

vears working for the
Aduvertiser, Mike has never
Been tempred by any ather
offers.
He sal 1 like working here
as you don't know what 1o
expect from oae day to the
next. Every duy differs.

"thngr:p isn't just my

ork, If Luasat doing it 45 0
J\‘:b it wiald sril hobby
and my greatest |n|=ms|

More Press reports of Royal Visits.

TUESDAY JULY 5°1983

REGAL SMILES!

! daughier Mrs Eilesn

ROYAL REPORT ot i G

OUT OF th Is of
who had all hoped for even ]l.ul a
few words with the Queen, some

grove, lold the Cueen
Redditch was the most

place in the
were luckier than others and will ™ ™0 ™ pain all and Doris world. By the tima she
no doubt cherish the memoryofa square, Randall who wera witha had left she had
parly of peaple from probably Begun to

couple of sentences for ever and IJM exch:vr:lnhvdu‘: B e s
a day. i based in Chureh Hill iastic were the people

Aoyal guest aboul the
subject of their Queen's
Guides awards which
they received the same

Mr Alf Binfield from
Marsden Foad seemed
quite overcome. “She's

crest thanked the
Cueen for goming, to
which the Royal visior

claimed the Queen was
“just ‘lovely” as did
Lilian Wackrow and *

about their hame townl
SMILE

beautiful isnt sha? She i It y Bealrice Lewi
asked me if | was born :I:Jauure." i e L S Talr,rydﬁ':; e ANOR i
and bred in Redditch, maeting. e day ware the children

GUIDES Cb \no stepped out and

which | was, and then "She asked us about who the Queen told to

asked if | thought the  But i was a particy- the badges, but Iwasso "kesp up the good ".';,’.":’.., ol
town had changed & larly memeorable day for overceme | can't work™. :ﬂe:.um':a.;‘m:

Mre Gladys Bassford
of Southcrest Gardens
who was thare mﬂt hll’

ramembar what alsa she.
said. We ware thrilled!”
said an excited Dawn,

lot. guides Dawn Fryer and
Mrs Valerie Price of Claire Harwood who

to talk or give a lovely
ylord Closs, South-  prasentad a pasy to the aphe.
t:

Laura and  Nicola
Walkwood

saven respectively, had
waited all morning to
see the Oueen and
parhaps get the chance
1o present a posy. Thay
wara lucky - &= she
walked through the
market the Royal guest

well worth the wait.
And the ladies of WH
Smith who had waited
patiently for the Quesn
to make her way
through the market and
past their shop literally
jumpad for joy as they
=aw her in all her glory.
“The Queen has

cOma to 566 the peophe -
that is her omeaim,” said
In the heal of the day one littie boy knew]uﬂ how to keep his cool. Cl flag * fon_spokes-
and pulting his feet up, he had a sip of orange juice before waving the Royal L fust et e

arrived - how right he
entourage on its way. was.

2
¥
3K

Ladies in walting - Advertiser editor Pat Griffiths and Mayor
wmwmw-mmumw
the festivites got into full swing.

More Press reports of the Queens visit in 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives
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Royal occasion
at first national
needle museum
— Forge Mill

Down at the mill the big wheel is turning and
finally a unique part of Redditch’s heritage has
been given a right royal blessing.

The (ueen has opened the first national
Needle museum a1 Forge Mill and strangely her
visit on July 5 has brought the wheel of history

The Forge Mill itself used to be involved in
the final process of polishing needles known as
scouring. The 32 scouring beds are still there —
im fact this is the only water-driven scouring mill
left in the world.

And thanks to The Forge Mill Group — a

Il group of people from all walks

full circle. A y her Queen
Mary 1 and Queen Elizabeth 1 were the first to
establish and regemerate the British needle
industry.

And if you didn* (how needle — making

of Redditch life they have been well restored for

us to appreciate today.
The project took 12 years and many involved
have since become Forge Millers - their
ip money going towards the keep of

is what we in Redittich are world-f: for.
D“rmdksmmﬂmdtohttjchslmlbf
world. At one stage we were pushing out 5.
million 2 week, and many of the Famil
imvolved today are descendants of the original
needlemakers.
Bltu&rmmlmrutlkf-‘maui.ll
museum, Bryan Gee, said; “We take simple

were probably ome ol the first things man
needed. How else did things get stuck together?
And we are still wsing them in modern
technology today.

“It's a Redditch needle that sewed on the
thermal panels 1o the Space Shutte. And so this
Natioaal Museum here in our lown s a gj‘ﬂl

this fascinating musenm.

The Queen certainly enjoyed her tour round
the 250 vear obd Mill which is now split into
three display floors. One floor is dedicated (o
the history of needles, one to the families who
worked in the mill and another has 'wrkllg

inery of the whole p

needle making.

MNow you can enjoy the treasures at 75p for
adults and 50p for children and OAP's with
reduced rates for parties. The maseam will be
shut for the winter months except for school
parties but Mr Gee is hoping to organise special
party evenings to include a buffet and film
show.

The Forge Mill can be found on the
road A441.

ial to this fine

A carriage clock was then

g gold-plated Ang|
k C

presented by on behalf of Owen
Owen to Her Majesty The Queen. This elaborately hand-
style cl

The Queen had a peek into the
future when she visited the
Hymatic Enginecring Com-
pany during her visit to
Redditch on July 5.

All Hymatic employees were
on hand to greet Her Majesty
during her tour of the com-
pany's factory. She was wel-
comed at the beginning of her
visit by company chairman
John Kuipers and Brian Long-
bottom, Hymatic managing
director.

Six-year-old Angela Twine,
daughter of manufacturing
director Bob Twine, then pre-
sented the Queen with a posy
of fMowers.

As well, eight employees of
the firm were selected to greet
the Queen upon her arrival.
They had been chosen in a
draw held among all Hymatic
staff members who had spent
more than ten years working
for the company.

Hymatic produces aero-
space and defence products
that are sold around the world
and during her visit the Queen
got a chance to see some of the
firm"s products.

In the foyer the Queen saw
adisplay of the Milan anti-tank

missile for which Hymatic pro-

Ltd.,
first model to be made in this latest design. It is the only . -
ot duces the cryogenic cooling

a wide range

dummy of a fighter pilot
wearing one of the ‘anti-G*
pressure suits for which
Hymatic designed the control
valve. Fred Clark, factory
manager, was on hand to
explain to Her Majesty how the
suit works.

After that the Queen went to

visit the factory’s ‘clean room"
where intricate assembly oper-
ations are carried out in
specially sanitised conditions
with the aid of microscopes.
Then the Queen went on to
pay a visit to the company’s
training centre where currently
30 employees are undergoing

Hymatic welcomes Queen

full-time training. Here she
was presented with a memento
of her wisit by 18-year-old
Colin Adams of Redditch.

On her way out of the
factory the Queen passed
through lines of workers and
their families who gave her a
warm sendoff.

UK company to specialise in making

carriage clocks, all based on original early 15th Century
designs, but says Mr. Bligh, Managing Director, “"Nearly
80 per cent of the clocks we make are for export — we sell
to 18 countries throughout the worldl™

system in the missile’s infra-red
night-sight system.

Once inside the factory itself
the Queen was shown a

and def 5 4 d

THE Queen was shown many of the firm
including the ‘anti-G’ force suit designed \'urﬂghurpllou shown above. Hym-tlc makes
the suit's control valve, vital in maintaing constant levels of oxygen at high altitudes.

The local Press reports The Queens visit to opening The National Needle Museum,

Forge Mill.

Source: RLHS Archives
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:e Al}u;kOCCASI(:N that 1933!-] He d rated
s eman, of Mars- needle making to her as The picture t
den Road, _Redditch, she opened the Forge serreﬂ; as nowi:mit:z
won’t forget in a hurry Mill Needle Museum.He were supposed to be
was when he met the is pictured, aged 78, chat- allowed in the mill.

Queen during her visit in ting to Her Majesty.

Her Majesty the Queen visits Redditch - The Queens meets Les Jakeman then last
needle scourer at Forge Mill.

Source: RLHS Archives

Smiles all round from the Queen with Mayor Councillor Mrs Betty Passingham as thoy'gn onwalkabout.

The Visit of Her Majesty the Queen to Redditch
on Tuesday July 5th. 1983.

Her Majesty the Queen visits Redditch - The Visit of Her Majesty the Queen to
Redditch on Tuesday July 5th. 1983. Shown here with Mayor Councillor Mrs Betty

Passingham as they go on walkabout. Source: RLHS Archives
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KINGFISHER Centre manager Mike Pozzi is presented to the Queen.

REDDITCH’S mayor Clir Mrs Betty Passingham, conducts the Queen around the

CROWDS filled Worcester Square to see the Royal visitor.
open air market.

AT the entrance to Kingfisher Centre, the Queen paused to greet soma chairbound people. INSIDE the Centre chairbound residents greet the Queen.

The local Press reports The Queens visit to Redditch 1983.

Source: RLHS Archives
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The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: RLHS Archives

The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: RLHS Archives
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The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives

. o

The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives
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The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives

o

', 4 | P "
The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives
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The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives

The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives
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The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives

The National Needle Museum, Forge Mill - 1983 The Queens visit to open the
museum.

Source: Redditch Library Archives
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